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FOSH Announces Database of HPA Court Rulings
Friends of Sound Horses (FOSH) announces that it has compiled a database of over 400 court and administrative cases, including over 700 case dispositions, that interpret and enforce the Horse Protection Act (HPA).  The HPA was enacted in 1970 to eliminate soring in the horse show ring.  Soring is the abusive practice of creating pain as a means of achieving a flashy gait in the Tennessee Walking Horse and other gaited horse breeds.  Despite soring being illegal, it continues to be a common practice in some barns and showing venues. 
FOSH President, Lori Northrup, said “We are extremely grateful to the attorneys and volunteers who have donated hundreds of hours of legal research to compile this catalog of HPA cases. This listing and the analysis done on each case will be invaluable for attorneys, humane animal organizations, the United States Department of Agriculture or the Justice Department when seeking stronger enforcement of the HPA, either through litigation or rulemaking.”   
Summary information has been collected for each case, with detailed quotations and source information to the case citations.  Sample quotes from the database include testimony from veterinarians and other expert witnesses:  “Such severe pain was elicited that the mare would practically go to the ground,” and “Two year old grey mare … (was) leaning over . . . to the point that the horse looked as if it might fall over at any time. . . (Veterinarian testified that this horse) was one of the sorest horses that he has seen . . ."  The decisions were issued during a 38 year time period from 1972 through 2010, and more records are added each week from ongoing research. 
FOSH is a national leader in the promotion of natural, sound gaited horses and in the fight against abuse and soring of Tennessee Walking Horses.  For more information about FOSH or to become a member, please visit www.fosh.info or e-mail data@fosh.info .   
